
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
IN XAY DISTRICT 

OUDOMXAY PROVINCE 
LAO PDR 

 

Xay district is the capital town of Oudomxay, located in the 

northern part of the province. It is the only district in the 
province to border both the provinces of Luang Namtha and 
Luang Prabang, two of the most dynamic tourist destinations 
in the country, as well as four districts making it the most 
connected. Xay district is an important crossroad and 
transport hub as it serves as the intersection of three 
important routes. Xay helps to link the more remote province 
of Phongsaly, making the district a center for trade with 
neighboring countries. 
 

Given its location, resources and geographical 

characteristics, the district has identified the following six 
strategic priority areas for development: 
 

1. Promoting and developing the processing industry 
2. Developing and managing the city 
3. Promoting tourism 
4. Sustainable use of land through rubber tree 

plantations, commercial agriculture and natural tea 
conservation and production 

5. Sustainable mining extraction 
6. Infrastructure development 

 

Using Integrated Spatial Planning (ISP), the province has 

been able to transform and develop these strategies and 
needs into a balanced and coherent framework for economic, 
social and environmental development.  
 

On the environmental front, the district has identified the 

need to improve waste management and minimize water and 
air pollution; regulate road creation and expansion; move 
away from slash and burn cultivation; undertake 
reforestation; manage land degradation; use bio-fertilizers, 
and pre-serve forests, animals and rivers.  

 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY AREA 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 

Promoting and developing the processing 
industry 
Given its location and road connectivity, Xay has the 
potential to become a commercial hub in the province and 
in the country, including through industrial development.  
In order to develop the processing industry, Xay will need 
financial and human capital to build factories, improved 
roads, electricity connectivity, water supply and waste 
management facilities, as well as identifying markets for 
products. ISP has designated zones for industrial 
production. 

 

Developing and managing the city 
As the capital of Oudomxay province, Xay would like to re-
fine its infrastructure, upgrade its tourism offerings and 
make the city more attractive to tourists and investors. To 
achieve this, appropriate infrastructure is needed (roads, 
hotels …) and a set of guidelines for appropriate city 
management should be developed. As a major commerce 
point, the district will also need to develop green and 
clean areas with all services required for trade, and trans-
port of goods and people. Using ISP the district will under-
take these reforms. 

 

Promoting tourism 
With its location and with the prospective of a more 
attractive city, tourism development is an important 
strategic area for Xay. Improved roads, electricity, water  

supply and waste management; more hotels, guesthouses 
and restaurants; establishing information centers and 
cultural sites, and training on tourism services for staff will 
be essential. ISP defines / marks areas for tourism 
development. 
 

Sustainable use of its land resources 
through rubber tree plantations, 
commercial agriculture and natural tea 
conservation and production 
Agriculture and forestry are a major strategic potential for 
Xay. Generating income from rubber tree plantations, 
natural tea production or varied crop plantations 
(including cassava and orchids), among others, could 
create jobs, help villagers generate income away from 
slash and burn cultivation and improve living conditions. 
Land, seeds, techniques, equipment, training, domestic 
and foreign investment, markets and better infrastructure 
are among things needed in order to develop this 
potential. ISP defines/marks the areas for agricultural 
production. 
 

Sustainable mining extraction 
With potential areas for mining extraction and associated 
income-generating and poverty-reduction opportunities, 
Xay has pointed to the need to sustainable develop the 
use of its mining resources. The district would need to 
carry out feasibility studies, upgrade infrastructure, train 
technical and laborer staff (including language training), 
attract domestic and foreign investment capital and build 
processing factories. ISP defines/marks areas with mining 
resources. 
 

Infrastructure development 
In order to provide social services, including education, 
healthcare, water supply and transportation, Xay district 
sees the needs for improving its infrastructures. The 
improvement will positively affect the services 
enhancement and promote trade in rural and remote 
areas. ISP defines/ marks the areas for infrastructure 
development. 
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More information 
 

Xay District Office, 
Road 13N, Vanghai Village 
Phone: 020 999 0835 



 

XAY AT-A-GLANCE 
 Land area: 2,817 km² 
 Population: 67,218 persons, of which 

26.3% is Laolum ethnic group, 52.21% is 
Khmu ethnic group and 18.05% is Hmong 
ethnic group 

 Forest cover: 140,885 ha 
 Location: Capital of Oudomxay, borders 

Luang Namtha and Luang Prabang 
provinces. Major transport and 
commercial hub of the northern part. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the most southern part of Oudomxay, Parkbeng 
district borders Bokeo and Sayaboury province as 
well as Houn district. Parkbeng is also one of the 
tourism highlights of Oudomxay and lies along the 
Mekong river, making it an important route to 
other provinces in the country. The specificity of 
Houn makes it the most well-known district. 
 
Given its location and geographical characteristics, 
the district has identified the following four 
strategic priority areas for development to 
sustainably develop its potential, and thereby 
contribute to the province’s and country’s 
development. On the environmental front, the 
district has identified the need to create garbage 
and waste facilities; create a water treatment 
system; expand plantation of native plants; manage 
environmental impacts to land and animals, 
including tree cutting, and promoting environment 
and watershed protection. Using Integrated Spatial 
Planning (ISP), the province has been able to 
transform and developed these strategies and 
needs into planning maps balancing and integrating 

        

INTEGRATED SPATIAL PLANNING 
OF XAY DISTRICT 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS 
 Spatial planning 
 Improved infrastructure  
 Human capacity and training 
 Markets and investment (domestic and 

international) 
 Land, seeds and more productive 

agricultural techniques 
 Processing industries 
 Mining feasibility studies 
 Reducing water and air pollution 
 Regulating road creation and expansion 
 Move away from slash and burn 

cultivation 
 Reforestation 
 Manage land degradation 
 Use bio-fertilizers 
 Preserve forests, animals and rivers 

PRIORITY AREAS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 Processing industries 
 City development 
 Tourism 
 Agriculture and forestry  
 Mining 
 Infrastructure development 

  

  

 

 


