
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
IN PAKBAENG DISTRICT 
OUDOMXAY PROVINCE 

LAO PDR 
 

In the most southern part of Oudomxay, Pakbaeng 

district borders Bokeo and Xayaboury province as well 
as Houn district. Pakbaeng is also one of the tourism 
highlights of Oudomxay and lies along the Mekong 
river, making it an important route to other provinces in 
the country. The specificity of Houn makes it the most 
well-known district. 
 

Given its location and geographical characteristics, the 

district has identified the following four strategic 
priority areas for development: 
 

1. Continuing to build its tourism industry 
2. Increasing water quality and forests through 

better conservation 
3. Improving livestock breeding 
4. Making the most of natural tea trees 
5. Exploring mining opportunities 
6. Urban expansion 
 

Using Integrated Spatial Planning (ISP), the province 

has been able to transform and develop these 
strategies and needs into a balanced and coherent 
framework for economic, social and environmental 
development.  
 

On the environmental front, the district has identified 

the need to create garbage and waste facilities; create a 
water treatment system; expand plantation of native 
plants; manage environmental impacts to land and 
animals, including tree cutting, and promoting environ-
ment and watershed protection.  
 

 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY AREA 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 

Continuing to build its tourism industry 
As one of the main drivers of growth and investment in 
the district, continuing to expand infrastructure will be an 
important factor in the district’s tourism development. 
Building more guesthouses, restaurants, roads, improving 
electricity connectivity, water supply and waste 
management facilities, as well as having more internet 
facilities, information centers, banks and better boat 
maintenance will be needed. Also, while a landfill has 
been located, more funding is needed. Continuing to 
enforce measures to reduce noise disturbance will also be 
important. ISP defines/marks areas for tourism 
development. 

 

Increasing water quality and forests 
through better conservation 
With a hydroelectric power plant located in the Baeng 
river, environment conservation and sound water 
management is important. The district would also like to 
expand the plantation of native plants in the Nam Neua 
watershed, where the Nam Ka Sen stream hydropower 
project is located. ISP notes the dam area as well as areas 
for conservation. 

 

Improving livestock breeding 
An important source of income and with large areas 
identified as “cattle zones”, improving the techniques for 
live-stock breeding, providing training to villagers, 
veterinary  

services, seeds, equipment and identifying markets will be 
important as Pakbaeng district continues to develop. ISP 
defines/marks the areas for livestock breeding. 
 

Making the most of natural tea trees 
With sizeable land across the district for natural tree 
plantations, Pakbaeng has an opportunity to make the 
most of this agricultural, industrial and tourism potential. 
Promoting new plantation without the use of insecticides 
and chemicals, shifting villagers preference from slash and 
burn cultivation to more sustainable natural tree growing, 
promoting private investment, as well as developing tour-
ism sites are among things needed. Continuing to develop 
processing and refining factories, demarcating tea tourism 
zones, establishing a tea association and setting up rules 
for proper management are also important. ISP defines/ 
marks the areas for agricultural production as well as 
tourism zones. 
 

Exploring mining opportunities 
With three areas for mining potential identified, 
appropriate surveying will be essential as well as 
developing mechanisms to establish concessions, 
processing and resource use. So far one site has been 
surveyed, and a small gold mining reserve has been 
identified. The remaining two sites will need to be 
surveyed, and the district would convey the impact 
assessments to relevant government staff. ISP 
defines/marks areas with mining resources. 
 

Urban expansion 
One of the ways to develop its tourism potential and 
attract more visitors will be through more accessible and 
developed urban centers. Expanding the urban areas, 
particularly with new roads and bridges, will be important 
to help the district make the most of its strategic location. 
The district will also need to develop green and clean 
areas. Using ISP the district will undertake these reforms. 

 

 

 
1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

3 
More information 
 

Pakbaeng District Office, 
Road 2W, Cheng Village 
Phone: 020 519 6824 



 

PAKBAENG AT-A-GLANCE 
 Land area: 817.12 km² 
 Population: 26,632 persons, of which 

10.33% is Laolum ethnic group, 85.79% is 
Khmu ethnic group and 3.88% is Hmong 
ethnic group 

 Forest cover: 55,402 ha 
 Location: In the southern part of 

Oudomxay province, it borders Bokeo and 
Xayaboury province as well as Houn 
district. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the most southern part of Oudomxay, Parkbeng 
district borders Bokeo and Sayaboury province as 
well as Houn district. Parkbeng is also one of the 
tourism highlights of Oudomxay and lies along the 
Mekong river, making it an important route to 
other provinces in the country. The specificity of 
Houn makes it the most well-known district. 
 
Given its location and geographical characteristics, 
the district has identified the following four 
strategic priority areas for development to 
sustainably develop its potential, and thereby 
contribute to the province’s and country’s 
development. On the environmental front, the 
district has identified the need to create garbage 
and waste facilities; create a water treatment 
system; expand plantation of native plants; manage 
environmental impacts to land and animals, 
including tree cutting, and promoting environment 
and watershed protection. Using Integrated Spatial 
Planning (ISP), the province has been able to 
transform and developed these strategies and 
needs into planning maps balancing and integrating 

        

INTEGRATED SPATIAL PLANNING 
OF PABAENG DISTRICT 

 
 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS 
 Improved infrastructure 
 More productive livestock breeding 

techniques 
 Identifying domestic and foreign markets  
 Mining surveys, assessments and future 

regulations 
 Domestic and foreign investment 
 Spatial planning 
 New roads and bridges 
 Creating garbage and waste facilities as 

well as water treatment system 
 Expanding plantation of native plants 
 Managing environmental impacts  
 Promoting environment and watershed 

protection and conservation 
 Urban development 

PRIORITY AREAS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 Tourism 
 Conservation 
 Livestock breeding 
 Natural tea plantation 
 Mining 
 Urban development 

  

 

 


