
Integrated Spatial Planning to Help Oudomxay 

Reach Sustainable Development Goals 
 

OUDOMXAY, DATE, 2007 – Known as the “heart of northern Lao PDR,” Oudomxay Province 

is working to develop its resources and improve the quality of life of its 265,179 people with the 

help of Integrated Spatial Plans. The province and its seven districts are using this planning tool 

which allows them to identify development and investment potentials and, in parallel, 

environmental impacts and measures to mitigate these.  

 

A “Workshop on the Final Draft Report of Oudomxay Integrated Spatial Planning,” that took 

place in Oudomxay on September 28, was the wrap-up to a one-year pilot and allowed the 

Deputy Head of each district to present their Integrated Spatial Plans, get feedback and 

incorporate recommendations. The Head of Cabinet of Oudomxay also presented the plans for 

the province. 

 

The event was opened by the Vice Governor of Oudomxay, Mr. Bounphone Vannchit, and 

chaired by the Head of Cabinet, Mr. Sompheng Phaygnavong. Over sixty representatives from 

every district in the province, concerned provincial departments, as well as from the Water 

Resources and Environment Agency (WREA), the Committee for Planning and Investment (CPI) 

and the National Land Management Authority (NLMA), were in attendance. 

 

Mr. Sompheng Phaygnavong, Head of the Cabinet, Oudomxay Province, explained that using 

ISP the province was aiming to maximize its strategic location in northern Lao PDR and attract 

needed investment and development assistance while protecting its environment and natural 

resources. “This project is helping us to build and increase our environmental understanding 

and awareness in the provinces and districts.” He added, “ISP is demonstrating to be an 

essential tool in helping Oudomxay to realize government policies and its sustainable 

development priorities, helping us to ensure that developments and investments are socially, 

economically and environmentally sound.” 

 

An Integrated Spatial Plan is a strategic framework for development and environmental 

protection. The plans are laid out using the district or province‟s maps and indicate what kind of 

activities, operations, developments and constructions are feasible and preferred in certain areas, 

based on the specific geographical location, natural resources and population demographics, 

among other factors. The plan guides investments and government policies from all sectors and 

interests in one shared desired direction in tandem with environmental impacts. The plan is a 

regulatory instrument to integrate and balance competing or conflicting interests. The measures 

determined in the plan are designed specifically to promote the desired development or to avoid 

and move away from undesired development. In this way, ISP can help to maximize the use of 

resources while developing strategic measures that will guard against potential impacts. 

  

Oudomxay province and its seven districts: Namor, Nga, La, Xay, Parkbeng, Houn and Beng, 

have been part of a pilot program in Integrated Spatial Planning organized by WREA with 

support from the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) through the Strengthening 

Management Environment II Project (SEM II). The one-year pilot has been helping the province 



and its districts to think carefully about their development potentials and identify areas for use 

and projects needed accordingly, based on the factors outlined. 

  

“So far, our experience using ISP has been very positive and helpful and it is being used as a 

base for our social and development plans,” said Mr. Bounlet Manaphon, Deputy Head of 

Parkbeng District. “Before, developments and investments in our district were not part of a 

bigger plan and did not fully take into consideration environmental impacts for the whole 

district, province and country.” He continued, “By using ISP, we will ensure each project is 

better planned and designed, that it forms part of an overall development plan for the province, 

district and country and that it carefully considers and addresses environmental impacts.” 

 

Mr. Khamsen Saomongbu, Deputy Head of Namor District – the only district in the province to 

border China – expressed his agreement with Mr. Manaphon and added that the integrated spatial 

plans had been developed in cooperation and in consultation with villages. He said the 

participatory nature of the process would help to implement the plans in the future. 

 

Mr. Sompheng envisions development in the urban areas of Oudomxay province as “green and 

clean.” The province has also identified its key priority areas for development, including making 

the best use of its agriculture resources, promoting the development of industry and processing 

plants, and taking advantage of its strategic location to be a „center-point‟ for commerce as well 

as tourism.  

 

With each district identifying their specific priorities and potentials, while keeping in line with 

the province‟s overarching objectives, Oudomxay province and its districts will be better 

integrated with the country‟s National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP). The goal 

will be for the province to develop in the most environmentally, socially and economically 

sustainable way. 

 

“Oudomxay has come very far in a year in terms of integrating their various development plans 

and in aligning them to become part of the country’s National Plan,” said Mrs. Bounkham 

Vorachit, Deputy Director General of the Department of Environment in WREA and Head of the 

ISP Training. “With ISP, the province now has a framework that can help them plan their 

development to ensure that future investments and projects are part of these plans and that it is 

done in a location that can maximize resources while at the same time keeping in mind the 

environmental impacts and establishing measures that will best manage these.”  

 

In the coming days the districts will incorporate edits and feedback from this workshop and 

submit their final plans for approval to the Governor of Oudomxay by mid-October. The plans 

would become effective after approval. A high-level session with the National Environment 

Committee is also planned for later this year to present and discuss the potential of using 

Integrated Spatial Planning in other provinces in Lao PDR. 

 

 


