
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
IN LA DISTRICT 

OUDOMXAY PROVINCE 
LAO PDR 

 
 
 

In the northern-most part of Oudomxay, lies La district 

with borders to Phongsaly and Luang Prabang 
provinces, and to Xay and Namor districts. With 
stunning scenery, historical sites and rivers, La district 
has the potential to become one of the most attractive 
tourism locations in Oudomxay. 
 

Given its location, resources and geographical 

characteristics, the district has identified the following 
five strategic priority areas for development: 
 

1. Maximizing the district’s tourism potential 
2. Sustainable mining extraction 
3. Sustainable management of conservation 

areas and natural resources 
4. Eucalyptus, rubber and jatropha trees 
5. Improved environment for livestock 

 

Using Integrated Spatial Planning (ISP), the district has 

been able to transform and develop these strategies 
and needs into a balanced and coherent frame-work for 
economic, social and environmental development. 
 

On the environmental front, the district has identified 

the need to improve the management of waste; 
regulate new road construction and expansion; design 
provisions for tourism; undertake reforestation; build 
awareness of environmental protection, and design 
appropriate extraction measures for mining and rubber 
plantations. 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY AREA 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 

Maximizing the district’s tourism potential 
Endowed with beautiful scenery, large forest areas, rivers 
and waterfalls, La district has tremendous tourism potent-
ial. Ecotourism ventures have already taken off and a 
number of successful projects are in place. Cultural tour-
ism, focused in the area’s ethnic communities, is also 
taking off with important positive results such as job 
creation, income generation and poverty reduction. To 
further expand and upgrade this growing sector, capital 
investment to build guesthouses, restaurants, roads, 
information centers, souvenir shops as well as improving 
electricity connectivity, water supply and waste 
management facilities will be needed. It will also be 
important to properly identify tourism sites, enact 
regulations, develop skills for staff and promote culture 
and handicraft of local villages. ISP defines/marks areas 
for tourism development. 

 

Sustainable mining extraction 
With eight identified areas for mining extraction – 
including iron ore, copper, stones, and other unexplored 
mine ores– La has already begun to investigate and 
explore this resource potential. If the projects are proved 
to be economically feasible, the processing plants will be 
established. In order to undertake extraction in an 
environmentally and socially sustainable way, and 
optimizing its income-generating capacity, it will be 
essential for feasibility studies to be carried out 

and a range of needs exist including upgrading 
infrastructure (roads, water, electricity), standardizing 
extraction procedures for effective mining, promoting 
domestic and foreign investment, developing measures 
and guides for safe extraction, and providing training for 
staff. ISP defines /marks areas with mining resources. 
 

Sustainable management of conservation 
areas and natural resources 
Given La’s range of resources, including natural plants and 
animals, the district has highlighted the need to conserve 
biodiversity as one of its top priorities. La would like to 
identify the conservation areas and projects taking place, 
train staff to manage the conservation area, establish 
research centers to study plants and wildlife, raise aware-
ness about the value of the protected area and the 
sustainable use of forests, develop essential infrastructure 
(roads, water, electricity…), develop markets, and enact 
appropriate regulations. This will also help support the 
aim of expanding tourism, particularly ecotourism, by 
protecting sites such as the Namtak waterfalls. ISP 
defines/ marks the areas for conservation. 
 

Eucalyptus, rubber and Jatropha (hungkeo) 
trees 
With areas of 6,000 hectares for eucalyptus and rubber 
tree planting and 2,000 hectares for jatropha tree plan-
ting. Improving the efficiency of agricultural production 
will be of great importance. Proper space planning to 
designate areas, improved techniques and technical 
expertise, manual labor, capital investment, processing 
plants, equipment, warehouses, better roads, improved 
construction standards, staff training, waste management 
facilities, safety measures and equipment, among others, 
are needed. ISP defines/marks the areas for agricultural 
production. 
 

Improved environment for livestock 
La district is also a good location for livestock grazing and 
raising, particularly cows, goats and buffalos. It will be 
necessary to identify the appropriate areas for these 
activities, identify markets, enhance techniques and attr-
act technical expertise, provide veterinary services and 
build essential infrastructure (roads, animal houses, barns, 
electricity…). ISP defines/marks the areas for livestock 
breeding. 
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LA AT-A-GLANCE 
 Land area: 1,917 km² 
 Population: 16,381 persons, of which 12% is 

Laolum ethnic group, 63% is Khmu ethnic 
group and 25% is Hmong ethnic group 

 Forest cover: 813.38 km²   
 Location: In the northern-most part of 

Oudomxay, it borders Phongsaly and Luang 
Prabang provinces, and Xay and Namor 
districts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the most southern part of Oudomxay, Parkbeng 
district borders Bokeo and Sayaboury province as 
well as Houn district. Parkbeng is also one of the 
tourism highlights of Oudomxay and lies along the 
Mekong river, making it an important route to other 
provinces in the country. The specificity of Houn 
makes it the most well-known district. 
 
Given its location and geographical characteristics, 
the district has identified the following four strategic 
priority areas for development to sustainably 
develop its potential, and thereby contribute to the 
province’s and country’s development. On the 
environmental front, the district has identified the 
need to create garbage and waste facilities; create a 
water treatment system; expand plantation of native 
plants; manage environmental impacts to land and 
animals, including tree cutting, and promoting 
environment and watershed protection. Using 
Integrated Spatial Planning (ISP), the province has 
been able to transform and developed these 
strategies and needs into planning maps balancing 
and integrating economic, social and environmental 
dimensions. 

        

INTEGRATED SPATIAL PLANNING 
OF LA DISTRICT 

 
 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS 
 Regulatory measures  
 Safety measures 
 Domestic and foreign markets 
 Domestic and foreign investment 
 Conducting surveys to identify resources and  

feasibility studies for agricultural potential 
 Spatial planning  
 More productive livestock breeding 

techniques 
 Improved waste management 
 Regulate new road construction and 

expansion 
 Forest plantation and re-habitation 

(Reforestation) 
 Build awareness of environmental 

protection 
 Appropriate measures for mining extraction 

and rubber plantations and chemical usage 

PRIORITY AREAS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 Tourism 
 Mining 
 Conservation 
 Eucalyptus and jatropha trees plantation 
 Livestock 

  

 

 


