
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
IN HOUN DISTRICT 

OUDOMXAY PROVINCE 
LAO PDR 

 

Houn district borders Bokeo, Luang Namtha and 

Xayaboury provinces – the most of any other district in 
Oudomxay. Located in the southern part of Oudomxay, 
it also borders Baeng, Nga and Pakbaeng district. The 
district has the largest river called Nam Baeng. It has 
land suitable for growing corn, rice and fruit trees, 
vegetables, and livestock grazing; and potential for 
mining. 
 

Given its location, resources and geographical 

characteristics, the district has identified the following 
six strategic priority areas for development: 
 

1. Improving agriculture and forestry production 
2. Improve environment for livestock 
3. Conserving forest and watershed areas 
4. Developing tourism 
5. Sustainable mining extraction 
6. Urban development 

 

Using Integrated Spatial Planning (ISP), the district has 

been able to transform and develop these strategies 
and needs into a balanced and coherent framework for 
economic, social and environmental development.  
 

On the environmental front in particular, it is 

recognized that it is necessary to mitigate impacts on 
land degradation and water quality; improve soil 
quality; promote the use of bio-fertilizers; increase 
number of indigenous plants and animals; biodiversity 
conservation (including watershed); and improve urban 
environmental planning and management. 
 

STRATEGIC PRIORITY AREA 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 

Improving agricultural and forestry 
production 
Houn’s soil is suitable for growing beans, corn, rice and 
planting rubber trees. In order to develop these products 
sustainably and generate income, enhanced productivity 
techniques, trained staff, better fertilizers, pesticides and 
seeds, processing industries and markets are needed. 
Moreover, identifying land for vegetation, enacting 
measures to protect the watershed area and identifying 
markets are also important. ISP defines/marks the areas 
for agriculture and forestry production. 

 

Improved environment for livestock 
Houn district has a sizable area identified with a good 
potential for livestock grazing and raising. More livestock, 
space planning, training on improved breeding techniques 
and identifying markets will be necessary. ISP defines/ 
marks the areas for livestock breeding. 

 

Conserving forest and watershed areas 
In order to ensure the sustainability of its natural 
resources and to improve food supply, Houn district has 
identified conservation as one of its top priorities. 
Identifying conservation areas, building awareness among 
villagers and promoting nurseries for local products, will 
be needed. ISP defines/marks the areas for conservation. 

Developing tourism 
With seven potential tourism sites identified and its well-
connected location to other provinces and districts, Houn 
has great opportunity to substantially develop its tourism 
sector, attracting tourism, and bringing important income 
to the province. Better roads - including better access to 
Pakbaeng district (a big tourism site in the province)-more 
guesthouses, restaurants, a pedestrian path and 
information centers are needed. Training for staff and 
successfully attracting investment will also be key. ISP 
defines/marks areas for tourism development. 
 

Sustainable mining extraction 
With three mining potential sites identified, proper 
extraction of mining resources will help Houn district 
make the most of its resources. The district will need 
technical skills, human labor, better roads, electricity 
connectivity, water, waste facilities, markets, investment 
to conduct surveys, extraction and processing, and 
undertake resettlement arrangements where necessary. 
The district will also identify one heavy and one light 
industry. ISP defines/marks areas with mining resources. 
 

Urban development 
Houn is aiming at developing itself to become a center of 
the research and study for agriculture and forestry sector 
and the commercial hub of agricultural products. 
 
However, until now, the lack of fund has not allowed the 
district to implement its desired urban development 
project as planned. Houn will also need for constructing 
infrastructure and necessary facilities. Setting up 
regulations for urban management, promoting needed 
private investment and building awareness about 
environmental management will be important. Using ISP 
the district will undertake these reforms. 
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More information 
 

Houn District Office, 
Road 2W, Phonsavanh Village 
Phone: 020 536 5780 



 

HOUN AT-A-GLANCE 
 Land area: 2,778 km² 
 Population: 62,334 persons, of which 

19.4% is Laolum ethnic group, 65.7% is 
Khmu ethnic group and 14.9% is Hmong 
ethnic group 

 Forest cover: 75,688 ha 
 Location: Located in southern Oudomxay, 

it is one of the most connected districts in 
the province with access to Bokeo, Luang 
Namtha and Xayaboury provinces, as well 
as Baeng, Nga  and Pakbaeng district. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the most southern part of Oudomxay, Parkbeng 
district borders Bokeo and Sayaboury province as 
well as Houn district. Parkbeng is also one of the 
tourism highlights of Oudomxay and lies along the 
Mekong river, making it an important route to 
other provinces in the country. The specificity of 
Houn makes it the most well-known district. 
 
Given its location and geographical characteristics, 
the district has identified the following four 
strategic priority areas for development to 
sustainably develop its potential, and thereby 
contribute to the province’s and country’s 
development. On the environmental front, the 
district has identified the need to create garbage 
and waste facilities; create a water treatment 
system; expand plantation of native plants; manage 
environmental impacts to land and animals, 
including tree cutting, and promoting environment 
and watershed protection. Using Integrated Spatial 
Planning (ISP), the province has been able to 
transform and developed these strategies and 

        

INTEGRATED SPATIAL PLANNING 
OF HOUN DISTRICT 

 
 

 

PRIORITY AREAS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT 
 Agriculture and forestry  
 Livestock grazing and raising  
 Conservation and Mining 
 Tourism  and Urban Development 

  

 

DEVELOPMENT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS 
 Spatial planning 
 Improved infrastructure, especially roads, 

water and electricity supply 
 Human capacity and training 
 Domestic and foreign markets  
 Domestic and foreign investment 
 More productive agricultural techniques 

and equipment 
 Balance environmental impacts 
 Improve quality of soil 
 Watershed and biodiversity conservation 
 Promote use of bio-fertilizers 
 Increase number of native plants and 

animals 
 Introduction of Forestry law  
 Manage waste, erosion, pollution and 

toxic waste 
 Improve urban planning and management 

 


